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EYFS Natural Thinkers Policy                       

	Mission Statement

Corpus Christi school exists to serve the Catholic communities of Brixton Hill and its neighbouring parishes.

We are here to educate our children to the highest possible standard in a community which has the Gospel values, traditions and beliefs of the Catholic Faith at the centre of its ethos.

In all aspects of the school, Christian values will be upheld, with an emphasis on respect, helpfulness, unselfishness and co-operation.


We believe this policy relates to the following legislation:

· Health and Safety at Work Act 1974

· Safety Representatives and Safety Committees Regulations 1977
· Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998

· Standards and Framework Act 1998

· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999

· Education (School Premises) Regulations 1999

· Education & Inspections Act 2006
· Equality Act 2010
· Education Act 2011
· School Premises (England) Regulations 2012

The following documentation is also related to this policy:

· Equality Act 2010: Advice for Schools (DfE)
· Keeping Children Safe in Education: Statutory Guidance for Schools and Colleges (DfE)

· Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years. Statutory Guidance for Organisations Who Work With and Support Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (DfE) and (DoH)

· Working Together to Safeguard Children: A Guide to Inter-agency Working to Safeguard and Promote the Welfare of Children

We recognise the importance of outdoor learning/Forest School experience as we feel it makes a major contribution to children's development. We feel that children will be 'missing out on important learning opportunities if quality outdoor provision is not available to them.' (Margaret Edgington - 'The Great Outdoors')
Health and Safety

Staff will ensure that:
· the school Health and Safety policy is adhered to;

· all other linked policies are adhered to and are available to all Forest School personnel;

· all risk assessments are in place and up to date;

· all accidents are investigated and reported;

· the legal adult : child ratio is maintained;

· all tools and safety equipment is maintained and safe to use;

· first aid equipment is in place and adequately maintained;

· suitable clothing and appropriate footwear are worn at all times;

· sunscreen and hats are worn during hot weather.

Site Security
Staff will ensure:

· that the outdoor learning area area is checked before each session.
· children must be told never to approach an unknown person or animal in the outdoor learning area.
· school personnel are trained in dealing with strangers and dogs on site.

Emergency Procedures
Staff will:

· deal with all emergencies;

· ensure first aid is immediately administered to a casualty;

· immediately inform the Headteacher if further medical treatment is required;

· carry a school mobile at all times;

· ensure parents are informed if first aid has been administered to their child;

· ensure parents are immediately contacted if their child has received a head injury;

· ask parents or a nominated person to come to school and check their child;

· log and report any incident.

First Aid
Class Teacher must ensure:
· all school personnel have received the appropriate first aid training;

· first aid equipment is always present at all sessions;

· first aid equipment is in good supply and checked before each session.

Eating and Drinking
Staff will ensure:
· children do not eat any fruit or berries found on site;

· children only eat or drink foods linked directly with a topic and prepared by school personnel;

· the dietary needs and allergies of children are known by all school personnel.

Equipment
Staff will ensure:

· all outdoor equipment is checked before each session;
· repairs are carried out immediately;
· any equipment not deemed safe to use will be taken out of use until repaired;
· all outdoor equipment must be annually maintained.
